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Refugee - “Someone who has been forced to 
flee his or her country because of 

persecution, war or violence.”



Overview
● 300,000 Apprehended

○ 3000 Unaccompanied Minors

● “Asylum Shelters” 
○ Detention Centers
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International Framework
● UNHCR - The 1951 Refugee Convention (1967 Protocol)

○ Non-refoulement 
○ Access to courts, employment, and housing

● 1984: The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment



Legal Loopholes

● Withholding of removal to ‘adhere’ to the UN’s 
non-refoulement policies 
○ Refugee or asylum-seeker rights not granted

● 3rd Country Policy



Metering
● Caps on immigration

● Central American Minors 
Protection Act of 2019
○ 15,000 minors per year.
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“We want to save lives. We want children to be safe… 
We can’t let them die on the way up.”

    - Trump, Jan. 4th, 2019
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CRISIS AT THE BORDER

1986 - 1.69 Million

2000 - 1.67 Million

2017 - 310,531 
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Informative Video

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/04/05/border-crisis-donald-trump-226573
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Detention Center 
Conditions
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Refugee Healthcare
● Denial of access to lifesaving medical treatment and 

medication
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Health Insurance
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Federal Funds
● $775 Per Refugee Every Day

● ‘Reapportionment’ of Funds
○ International Organizations
○ Peacekeeping Activities
○ Global Health



Economic Impacts of Imprisonment
● Geo Group - $500 Million
● Southwest Key Programs - $955 Million
● BCFS - $179 Million
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Potential Solutions
● Reduce focus on immediate detention
● Build sense of community and family
● Safe Release Programme
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A Falsified Reality 
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● Fabricated overpopulation “crisis”
● Gov: false pretense of concern to justify...

○ human rights violations
○ economic manipulation/corruption

● Actual crisis: 
○ inadequate healthcare
○ familial separation



Works Cited
Image 1

Image 2

Image 3

Washington Post

Image 4

Image 5

Image 6

Image 7

Image 8

Image 9

Image 10

Image 11

Image 12

Image 13

Video

Introduction

Metering

Journal - US Noncompliance with 
International Standards

UNHCR Refugee Convention

Safe Release Programme

Journal - Detention Centers

UNHCR 3rd Country Policy

Witholding of Removal

Health Insurance

NPR

Image 14

Image 15

https://www.vox.com/2018/11/28/18089048/border-asylum-trump-metering-legally-ports
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-44319094
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/28/18089048/border-asylum-trump-metering-legally-ports
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/01/23/president-trump-spins-asylum-restrictions-humanitarian-relief/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/26/world/americas/tear-gas-migrant-children-photo.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/08/29/trump-administration-bars-tours-of-migrant-detention-centers-democrats.html
https://18f.gsa.gov/2017/03/30/how-us-customs-border-protection-uses-us-web-design-standards/
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/393677-fox-news-contributor-black-people-tell-me-conditions-at-border-detention
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2019/07/08/un-human-rights-chief-deeply-shocked-by-migrant-detention-center-conditions-texas/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5728113/
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/05/730082911/administration-cuts-education-and-legal-services-for-unaccompanied-minors
https://www.unhcr.org/3b84c6c67.pdf
https://www.thedailybeast.com/trumps-pick-for-refugee-czar-never-resettled-refugees
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2016/11/04/expert-discussion-president-donald-trump-and-the-refugee-crisis
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/04/05/border-crisis-donald-trump-226573
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/28/18089048/border-asylum-trump-metering-legally-ports
https://www.pri.org/stories/2019-06-17/thousands-asylum-seekers-left-waiting-us-mexico-border
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1849&context=ilj
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1849&context=ilj
https://www.unhcr.org/1951-refugee-convention.html
https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=2&ik=a1db370a22&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1638871135217073340&th=16be709d47413cbc&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_jy0bn94n0&sadnir=1&saddbat=ANGjdJ9B8gG5hRE76yrNhK9kUayscrQRwG94L3fjyBwc0adk7KG0qRV7IqCcaqyWQD5XTTPKLfWvA_Gxt99SKj3pOg-6ZyiMuPeyDOTJbOQrHvk0BXgntt4nSOlLuJs-_Wu6FVsaeYV4eIvSlnDGf-ohbnQwHXFan6pXkC8bnEHZzGPPRyCCLxEPeE4rbapRipDlhR8jrlFnciqNBjXbHOoP7fPTpU0enZhhlrFXPIhXvCBha3Z8OeaAdfFuwnlz5dMRIWpJuwAcGIQvY-CfbAFdwCvtSKs5GqkwFVqSjAEVaHyei_LFYT1ll4oSkpLoElRPIcIFyaY7sRm2jDQZ4vbQlttJbytMAUPpiCJsO3VqQvg2kqzz0nxsT0VlUXl1qZfJ7FkZ8Vi-uKLuTJgZ8d1ibZSOD-bjkLJK2Rwi4304OMftEP_B-s22VPDoBBSMq3gs7pOWiSHZLVJr8fnBvUm2oKNkpbaN-ipAUeHls9plXyZ6z3hhG7BMBtBeysTsLGqZ3VnsOzzV0YXBsK-sjV_aC7lQ0c2OA5NGkktimQspy0NyaH5rX3_4PKkmpMybh2s0wFA_5tbCbXGITIKYI9Rum4tjKMjo66I-7mfVRPbhi-PQhkHKkK9V3mBDcizTdXkT83YIJ3K0ybLPYdNLfT3S5RC556n_ybOul5D1iuRbLYZtta8NJopsVHADSs4
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2611&context=ilj
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/7/5d2cdf114/unhcr-deeply-concerned-new-asylum-restrictions.html
https://www.immigrationequality.org/get-legal-help/our-legal-resources/asylum/withholding-of-removal-and-cat/#.XVR7FpMzZsO
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5728113/
https://www.npr.org/2019/07/15/741769333/u-s-sets-new-asylum-rule-telling-potential-refugees-to-apply-elsewhere
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/29/us/immigrant-medical-treatment-deferred-action.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_190830?campaign_id=2&instance_id=11966&segment_id=16602&user_id=a5956608c7ff219d27658532d3682a2e&regi_id=585484050830
https://www.vox.com/2018/10/24/18010340/caravan-trump-border-honduras-mexico

