Taken from Public Health (2008) 122, 92–98 Critical appraisal for public health: A new checklist 

	Item on Population Health Evidence Cycle
	Can you find this in the paper?
	Questions to assess the validity, completeness and transferability of the study. 
	Answers:



	Ask.
	What is the research question/hypothesis? 

Relevance of research question/hypothesis 
	Is the research question and/or hypothesis stated clearly?


	The research question/hypothesis is:

	
	
	Is this question relevant to my, and/or other, population(s) and to the policy decision to be made?
	Yes/No/Why

	Collect.
	Study design


	What is the study type?

Is the study type appropriate for the research question? 

Is there a comparison group?
	Yes/No/Why

Yes/No

	
	Sampling.
	Are the sampling frame and sampling method appropriate?
	Yes/No/Why

	
	
	Was sample size/power calculated and appropriate? 
	Yes/No

	
	
	Is the sample representative of the population being studied? Are exclusion criteria appropriate? Is the response rate adequate?
	Yes/No/Why

	
	
	Can you generalise from the population being studied? (External validity)
	Yes/No/Why

	
	
	Is this sample relevant to my population?  
	Yes/No/Why

	
	Exposures.
	Observations/risk factors: How are the exposures measured? Is there bias in the measurement?
	

	
	
	Intervention features (for an intervention study): Is the intervention adequately described?
	Yes/No

	
	
	Are these observations, risk factors or interventions relevant in my population?
	Yes/No

	
	Outcomes.
	What are the outcome factors?

How are they measured? Is there bias in the measurement?
	

	
	
	Are these outcome measures appropriate? Will they help answer the research question? Do they cover the interests of the stakeholders? Are they relevant to my population?
	

	
	Confounders.
	What important confounders are considered, and how are they addressed?
	

	
	
	Has confounding been adequately dealt with?
	Yes/No/How

	
	
	Are there other confounders, which should have been addressed?
	Yes/No/Which

	
	Other issues of internal validity*
	In a cross-sectional study, is the item-specific response rate adequate?

In a case control study, are the controls representative of the source population for the cases, are exposures and population representative of your population of interest? 

In a Randomised Controlled Trial, is the method of random allocation well described and appropriate, if cluster design is this included in sample size and analysis; is it performed on representative and relevant population with appropriate exposure/intervention? 

In a quasi-experimental design, are appropriate comparison groups included? Is there baseline comparability, and is a relationship between acceptance of intervention, risk factor change and outcome demonstrated? 

In a longitudinal study, how many subjects reached final follow-up, was the propensity for exposure to the risk factor or intervention examined? 

In a time series, is there comparison with other time period or population without the intervention? 

In an ecologic study, are the findings supported by individual level data?
	

	Understand.
	Have the results been interpreted appropriately?
	Are statistical tests appropriate and correct?
	Yes/No 

	
	
	What are the main results and are they presented in an understandable way?
	Yes/No

	
	
	Have measures of absolute risk as well as relative risk been included?
	Yes/No

	
	
	[For any intervention study] Have the resource and cost implications of implementing the intervention and cost-effectiveness of the intervention been described?
	Yes/No

	
	
	Has the impact on the population been presented?
	Yes/No

	
	
	Is the study ethical?
	Yes/No

	
	
	What conclusions did the authors reach about the study question?
	

	
	
	What do you think are the main strengths and weaknesses of the study, and hence the level of evidence it provides


	

	Use.
	Can and should the results of the study influence your public health practice?
	How do these results fit into the wider evidence base?
	

	
	
	Has implementation of the study results been discussed?
	

	
	
	What are the public health and policy implications of the findings - in general and for your population?
	

	
	
	Would you use the results of this study?


	Yes, without more information 

Maybe, need more evidence – if so, what?

No, can ignore the study


 *[There are other issues relevant to the study design, which should also be considered, with reference to other sources.] 

